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Agriculture in 
Rowan County
The Agriculture sector accounts for 13.8 % of Rowan County’s 
total employment

Agriculture and agribusiness contributed to $82 million in Rowan 
County’s income

Rowan is ranked 19th in the state for wheat production

Rowan is ranked 8th in the state for cattle production

Rowan is ranked 4th in the state for sheep and goats

Rowan is ranked 4th in the state for dairy production

Rowan is ranked 4th in the state for strawberry production

Rowan is ranked 2nd in the state for tomato production



Farms Under Threat in North Carolina

Projected agricultural land conversion from 2016-2040 in the Business as Usual scenario.





Population in Rowan County has increased by 7.1% from 2010-2021









Recommendations

1. Support measures to protect and 
promote working forest and 
farmland in Rowan County.

2. Educate Landowners on the 
benefits of enrolling in 
Conservation Easement Programs 
to keep land available for 
agricultural use

3. Expand Voluntary Agricultural 
District (VAD) and Enhanced 
Voluntary Agricultural District 
(EVAD) Programs
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Recommendations 
Cont.

4. Develop and conduct programs to 
assist Rowan County farm and 
forest landowners with farm 
transition planning

5. Promote appreciation and 
awareness of the benefits of 
agriculture to Rowan elected 
officials and citizens.

6. Expand and support youth 
agricultural educational programs.





ROWAN AGRICULTURE ADVISORY BOARD
KIM STARNES CHAIR TERM ENDS 1/31/2025

MORGAN MOSHER V.CHAIR TERM ENDS 12/31/2026

MICHAEL SHEPHERD TERM ENDS 1/31/2023

BEN KNOX TERM ENDS 5/31/2023 

SUZANNE RAMSEY TERM ENDS 4/30/2024

CHRIS SLOOP *SOIL &WATER REP LIFE TERM 

JASON WALKER * N C FOREST SERVICE REP LIFE TERM

Members a r e appo in ted by t h e R o w a n BOC a n d c a n n o t se rve mo re  
t h a n 2 consecu t ive 3 y e a r t e r m s


