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December 15, 2021

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS AND EMAIL 

Rowan County Planning & Development 
ATTN: Ed Muire, Planning & Development Director  
402 N. Main Street, Room 204 
Salisbury, NC 28144 
 
Re: APPLICATION FOR ZONING APPROVAL BY CELLCO PARTNERSHIP D/B/A VERIZON 

WIRELESS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS TOWER 
AND RELATED APPURTENANCES  

(MOUNT HOPE SITE / 3000001. 103001) 
(SITE ADDRESS: 280 RIMER ROAD, SALISBURY, NORTH CAROLINA 28146) 

  
Dear Mr. Muire: 

I hope this letter finds you well. Please find enclosed Verizon Wireless' Conditional Use Permit 
application (the "Application") for the proposed wireless communications facility in Rowan County, 
North Carolina at the above-referenced location.  Also enclosed are an additional copy of the zoning 
application and two additional copies of the site plans.  An electronic version of the Application, site plan, 
and supporting documents will be sent to you as well.  Please advise at your first convenience whether 
any additional information is needed for the Application to be deemed complete.  We will assume it is 
sufficiently complete unless we hear from you otherwise. 

Please also find enclosed a check for $5,000.00 representing the New Telecommunications Tower 
application fee and a check for $200.00 representing the Conditional Use Permit application fee made 
payable to Rowan County.  

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. If you have any questions or comments, or 
need any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me. I look forward to hearing from you 
soon.   

Best regards, 
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STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE ROWAN COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE 
 
 

 Verizon Wireless is required to obtain a Conditional Use Permit from the Rowan County 
Board of Commissioners for a new 165' monopole wireless communications tower with a four 
foot lightning rod and associated equipment structures pursuant to Sections 21-60(3), 21-52, 21-
58(a-e), and 21-59 of the Rowan County Zoning Ordinance.  The proposed tower is located on 
property owned by Debbie L. Craddock and Patricia L. Moore.  The proposed tower will be 
located at 280 Rimer Road on a property that is zoned RA.  Verizon Wireless fully complies with 
the Conditional Use Permit standards set forth in the Ordinance and respectfully requests that the 
proposed tower be approved. 
 

I. Section 21-60(3) - Transportation, communications, electric, gas and sanitary 
services group: Communications and Wireless support structures.  Verizon Wireless fully 
complies with the applicable standards set forth in the Ordinance as follows: 

 
a. New wireless support structures. For all new wireless support structures, the county 

encourages the applicant to investigate preferred sites and those locations that minimize 
the impact to the North Carolina Scenic Byway corridor. In the event the new 
wireless support structure cannot be located at a preferred site, evidence that the 
applicant has investigated the possibilities for co-location on an existing wireless support 
structure shall be presented with its application.  At a minimum the evidence should 
contain: 
 

1. Copies and responses of certified letters sent to owners/operators of all 
existing towers and structures with telecommunications facilities within the 
search ring of the proposed site, requesting the following information: 
 

i. Height above ground and sea level. 
 

ii. Existing tenants, including any telecommunication service providers and 
planned tower use. 
 

iii. Whether the existing site could accommodate the addition of their 
wireless facilities. 
 

iv. If the addition of their wireless facilities cannot be accommodated, an 
assessment of whether the existing site could be upgraded and a general 
description of the means and projected costs of shared use of the tower. 
 

 Acknowledged and agreed.  There are no preferred sites, existing 
towers or alternative buildings or structures upon which to collocate 
within the search area in which Verizon Wireless' equipment must 
be located to function as intended.  Therefore, co-location is not 
possible and construction of the new Mount Hope tower is 
necessary.  Please refer to the Inability to Collocate Statement and 
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Facility Siting Certification signed by John Yeagley, Site 
Acquisitions Manager for Chase Real Estate Services, attached 
hereto as Exhibit 8.  Please also refer to the Search Area Map, 
attached hereto as Exhibit 5.  Lastly, please refer to the Network 
Objective Statement signed by Ashutosh Pandey, Radio Frequency 
Engineer for Verizon Wireless, attached hereto as Exhibit 4.   

 
2. Inventory of all preferred sites, and alternative tower structures considered within 

the search ring, including specific analysis of each preferred site and 
alternative tower structure outlining positive and negative aspects for utilizing. 
 

 Acknowledged and agreed.  There are no preferred sites or alternative tower 
structures within Verizon Wireless' search area.  Therefore, co-location is 
not possible and construction of the new Mount Hope tower is necessary.  
Please refer to the Inability to Collocate Statement and Facility Siting 
Certification signed by John Yeagley, Site Acquisitions Manager for Chase 
Real Estate Services, attached hereto as Exhibit 8.  Please also refer to the 
Search Area Map, attached hereto as Exhibit 5.  Lastly, please refer to the 
Network Objective Statement signed by Ashutosh Pandey, Radio 
Frequency Engineer for Verizon Wireless, attached hereto as Exhibit 4.  

 
3. A completed application for a new wireless support structure shall include: 
 

i. Two copies of a site plan registered professional engineer or a 
professional land surveyor as provided in section 21-52. 
 

 Acknowledged and agreed.  Please refer to the Site Survey and 
Drawings prepared by Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., attached 
hereto as Exhibit 6.  

 
ii. Topography information for the equipment compound and fall zone 

including base elevation of wireless support structure or alternative tower 
structure. 
 

 Acknowledged and agreed.  Please refer to Sheet 3 of the Site 
Survey and Pages C8 through C8.5 of the Site Survey and Drawings 
prepared by Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., attached hereto as 
Exhibit 6.  

 
iii. Tower height and height of antenna location (if different). 

 
 Acknowledged and agreed.  The proposed tower height is 165 feet 

and the proposed height of the antennas is 160 feet.  Please refer to 
Page C13 of the Site Survey and Drawings prepared by Kimley-
Horn and Associates, Inc., attached hereto as Exhibit 6.  
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iv. Setbacks including ingress and egress easements, fall zone, fencing and 
screening requirements found in section 21-215(1)b.1.-3. 
 

 Please refer to Pages C0, C1, C2, and C7 of the Site Survey and 
Drawings prepared by Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., attached 
hereto as Exhibit 6, demonstrating the setbacks, fall zone, and 
fencing for the facility.  Section 21-219 of the Ordinance states that 
the landscaping requirements of Section 21-215 shall not apply if an 
existing adjacent principal or accessory structures and the proposed 
structure are separated by a distance of 200 feet or more.  Because 
the proposed tower will be separated from existing structures by a 
distance greater than 200 feet, landscaping is not required.  
Additionally, the facility will be surrounded by existing dense 
vegetation that will be retained to the maximum extent possible that 
will provide a screen meeting the requirements in Section 21-
215(1)b.1-3.  Please also refer to the Site Images, attached hereto as 
Exhibit 7. 

 
v. Adjacent land uses and the separation distance from antenna facility to the 

nearest occupied residential dwelling. 
 

 Acknowledged and agreed.  Please refer to Page C1 of the Site 
Survey and Drawings prepared by Kimley-Horn and Associates, 
Inc., attached hereto as Exhibit 6.  

 
4. Using the latitude and longitude of the proposed wireless support structure 

location as a fixed point, obtain actual photographs of the site that present a 0 
degree (north); 90 degree (east); 180 degree (south); 270 degree (west) 
perspective toward the fixed point from the nearest North Carolina DOT 
maintained roads in relation to the site. 
 

 Acknowledged and agreed.  Please refer to the Balloon Test Report 
prepared by Michael Gould, Owner and Operator of Gould Digital 
Imaging, attached hereto as Exhibit 14.  

 
5. Utilizing each of the photographs from item 4 above, create a simulated 

photographic image of the proposed wireless support structure or antenna 
addition to an alternative tower structure from each of the perspectives 
referenced above depicting the tower at a scale relative to its surroundings with 
specific regard to height and width. 
 

 Acknowledged and agreed.  Please refer to the Photo Simulations, 
prepared by Michael Gould, Owner and Operator of Gould Digital 
Imaging, attached hereto as Exhibit 15. 

 
6. Engineering report certifying the tower is compatible for co-location with a 
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minimum of five (5) compatible users including the primary user and copy of co-
location policy. 
 

 As shown on Page C13 of the Site Survey and Drawings prepared by 
Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., attached hereto as Exhibit 6, the 
proposed tower will be designed to accommodate five users.  Please also 
refer to the Future Collocation Certification, signed by Michael Haven, 
Real Estate Manager for Verizon Wireless, attached hereto as Exhibit 9.  
An engineering report certifying the tower is compatible for co-location 
cannot be provided until the tower is ordered from the manufacturer, 
which is typically done after zoning approval.  Verizon Wireless 
respectfully requests that this documentation be made a condition of 
zoning approval to be submitted before the issuance of a building permit.   

 
b. Tower heights and types. To maintain the character of the rural areas of the county and 

allow for placement in the commercial and industrial areas of the county, new wireless 
support structures will be regulated in the following manner: 
 

1. Rural Agricultural (RA), Rural Residential and Neighborhood Business (NB) 
districts. Monopole not to exceed one hundred ninety-nine (199) feet based on 
five (5) co-located antenna arrays. 
 

 Acknowledged and agreed.  The subject property is zoned RA.  As shown 
on Page C13 of the Site Survey and Drawings prepared by Kimley-Horn 
and Associates, Inc., attached hereto as Exhibit 6, the proposed tower will 
be a 165-foot monopole tower and will be designed to accommodate five 
(5) users.  Please also refer to the Future Collocation Certification, signed 
by Michael Haven, Real Estate Manager for Verizon Wireless, attached 
hereto as Exhibit 9. 

 
2. Commercial, business, industrial (CBI), Industrial (IND), 85-ED-1, 85-ED-2, 85-

ED-3, and 85-ED-4. Monopole or lattice tower not to exceed two hundred 
fifty (250) feet based on six (6) co-located antenna arrays. 
 

 Because the proposed tower is zoned RA, this subsection does not 
apply. 

 
3. Requirements 1. and 2. of this subsection may be modified by the board of 

commissioners based upon: 
 

i. Evidence presented by the applicant that demonstrates a height increase is 
in the interest of public safety or is necessary to provide the  
designed service. 
 

ii. An alternative design would better blend into the surrounding 
environment regardless of zoning district. 
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 Because the proposed tower meets the requirements of subsection 1 

regulating towers in the RA district, these subsections do not apply. 
 

c. Provisions for tower safety. New towers must either be so designed as to land upon its 
own property or lease area in the event of a fall as certified by a North Carolina registered 
professional engineer or have a minimum lot size or lease area no less than ten thousand 
(10,000) square feet and have an accompanying fall zone easement equal to the tower 
height plus ten (10) feet. New composite tower shall, at a minimum, fully loaded, 
comply with TIA/EIA-222F. 
 

 Verizon Wireless' proposed lease area is 10,000 square feet.  The tower will have a 
50-foot engineered fall zone radius such that, in the unlikely event of tower failure, 
the tower will fall within Verizon Wireless' lease area.  Please refer to Page C1 of 
the Site Survey and Drawings prepared by Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., 
attached hereto as Exhibit 6 and Exhibit 17  Engineering Fall Zone Certification. 

 
d. Retention of consultant. The county may elect to retain a consultant or professional 

services to review the application and make determinations and recommendations on 
relevant issues including, but not limited to, verification of the applicant's due 
diligence, analysis of alternatives and compliance with state and federal rules and 
regulations. The applicant shall pay any expense for consulting or professional services 
in excess of the application fee. The county shall require any consultants to disclose 
any potential conflicts of interest and to hold confidential any proprietary information 
supplied by the applicant. At the request of the applicant, the zoning administrator 
shall arrange an informal consultation with the applicant to review the consultant's 
report prior to any public hearing on the application. All determination costs not 
excluded by NCGS 153A- 349.52(f) are reimbursable by applicant. 
 

 Acknowledged and agreed.  
 

e. Obstruction lighting and marking. Wireless support structures located within the 
county's airport zone overlay may exhibit obstruction lighting and marking in 
accordance with the Federal Aviation Administration standards. All other towers shall 
be of galvanized finish, or painted with a rust protective paint of an appropriate 
color to harmonize with the surroundings as approved by the board of 
commissioners. Requirements of this subsection may be modified by the board of 
commissioners based upon an increase in tower height or location in another 
jurisdiction's regulated air space or in the interest of public safety. 
 

 Acknowledged and agreed.  The proposed tower will not be located within the 
county's airport zone overlay.  As shown on Page C13 of the Site Survey and 
Drawings prepared by Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., attached hereto as Exhibit 
6, the proposed tower will be constructed of galvanized steel, gray in color, in order 
to blend with the changing color of the sky.  As demonstrated by the Airspace 
Study, prepared by Federal Airways & Airspace, attached hereto as Exhibit 10, 
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notice to the FAA is not required and the tower will not be lighted.  
 

f. FCC license required. The applicant for a new wireless telecommunication facility must 
be currently licensed by the FCC to provide fixed or mobile wireless communication 
services, or if the applicant is not such an FCC licensee, must demonstrate that it has 
binding commitments from one (1) or more FCC licensees to utilize the wireless 
telecommunication site once constructed. 
 

 Acknowledged and agreed.  Please refer to the FCC Licenses for Rowan County, 
NC, attached hereto as Exhibit 11. 

 
II. Section 21-52 - Site Plan Required.  Verizon Wireless fully complies with the 

applicable standards set forth in the Ordinance as follows: 
 

Site plans are necessary to demonstrate the proposed use of land and / or structures will 
comply with the specifications set forth in this chapter prior to the issuance of a zoning 
permit. All non-residential uses shall submit a site plan containing the following 
information in addition to other standards required by this chapter: 

 
(1)  Zone lot with dimensions and development setbacks; 
 

 Acknowledged and agreed.  Please refer to Sheets 1 through 3 of the Site 
Survey and Page C1 of the Site Survey and Drawings prepared by Kimley-
Horn and Associates, Inc., attached hereto as Exhibit 6. 

 
(2)  Tax parcel number; 
 

 Acknowledged and agreed.  The tax parcel number of the subject property 
is 422 179.  Please refer to Page T1 of the Site Survey and Drawings 
prepared by Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., attached hereto as Exhibit 
6. 

 
(3) Property address; 
 

 Acknowledged and agreed.  The property address is 280 Rimer Road, 
Salisbury, North Carolina 28146.  Please refer to Page T1 of the Site 
Survey and Drawings prepared by Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., 
attached hereto as Exhibit 6. 

 
(4)  Adjoining deeded properties and their uses; 
 

 Acknowledged and agreed.  Please refer to Page C1 of the Site Survey and 
Drawings prepared by Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., attached hereto as 
Exhibit 6. 

 
(5)  Existing structures; 
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 Acknowledged and agreed.  Please refer to Page C1 of the Site Survey and 

Drawings prepared by Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., attached hereto 
as Exhibit 6. 

 
(6) Proposed structure with size; 
 

 Acknowledged and agreed.  The proposed structure is a 165-foot 
monopole wireless communication tower with a four-foot lightning rod.  
Please refer to Page C13 of the Site Survey and Drawings prepared by 
Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., attached hereto as Exhibit 6. 

 
(7)  Proposed use; 
 

 Acknowledged and agreed.  The proposed use is a wireless 
communication tower.  Please refer to Pages T1 and C13 of the Site 
Survey and Drawings prepared by Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., 
attached hereto as Exhibit 6. 

 
(8)  Number of employees, if applicable; 
 

 The proposed facility will be unmanned with only periodic maintenance 
on average one time per month by one employee.  Please refer to Page T1 
of the Site Survey and Drawings prepared by Kimley-Horn and 
Associates, Inc., attached hereto as Exhibit 6. 

 
(9)  Hours of operation, if applicable; 
 

  The proposed facility will be unmanned with only periodic maintenance 
on average one time per month by one employee.  The facility will operate 
24 hours a day, seven days a week.  Please refer to Page T1 of the Site 
Survey and Drawings prepared by Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., 
attached hereto as Exhibit 6. 

 
(10)  Off-street parking, loading and unloading, access to existing streets; 
 

 Acknowledged and agreed.  The proposed facility will have an access road 
and a 30' x 60' parking area and vehicle turnaround area at the entrance to 
the facility.  Access to the site will be from the Rimer Road public right-of-
way via a 12-foot wide road to be installed by Verizon Wireless to the 
entrance of the facility.  Please refer to Pages C1 and C2 of the Site Survey 
and Drawings prepared by Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., attached 
hereto as Exhibit 6. 

 
(11)  Easements and rights-of-way; 
 



8 
 

 Acknowledged and agreed.  Access to the site will be from the Rimer Road 
public right-of-way.  Verizon Wireless will have a 30-foot wide access and 
utilities easement from Rimer Road to the facility.  Please refer to Page C1 
of the Site Survey and Drawings prepared by Kimley-Horn and Associates, 
Inc., attached hereto as Exhibit 6.  

 
(12)  All pertinent development requirements of this chapter; 
 

 Acknowledged and agreed.  Please refer to the Site Survey and Drawings 
prepared by Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., attached hereto as Exhibit 
6. 

 
(13)  Any additional information required by the zoning administrator to assess the 

merits of the application, including but not limited to traffic impact analysis, 
environmental impact statements; 

 
 To-date, the zoning administrator has not requested any additional 

information. 
 
(14)  Floodplains; 
 

 The proposed facility is not located within a 100-year floodplain.  Please 
refer to the NEPA Summary, attached hereto as Exhibit 16.  

 
(15)  Name, location and dimension of any proposed streets, drainage facilities, 

parking areas, recreation areas, required yards, required turnarounds as 
applicable; 

 
 The proposed facility will have a 30' x 60' parking area and vehicle 

turnaround area at the entrance to the facility.  Please refer to Page C2 of 
the Site Survey and Drawings prepared by Kimley-Horn and Associates, 
Inc., attached hereto as Exhibit 6.  

 
(16)  Screening & Buffering, if applicable; 
 

 Section 21-219 of the Ordinance states that the landscaping requirements of 
Section 21-215 shall not apply if an existing adjacent principal or accessory 
structures and the proposed structure are separated by a distance of 200 feet 
or more.  Because the proposed tower will be separated from existing 
structures by a distance greater than 200 feet, landscaping is not required.  
Additionally, the facility will be surrounded by existing dense vegetation 
that will be retained to the maximum extent possible that will provide a 
screen meeting the requirements in Section 21-215(1)b.1-3.  Please refer to 
Pages  C8 through C8.5 of the Site Survey and Drawings prepared by 
Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., attached hereto as Exhibit 6.  Please also 
refer to the Site Images, attached hereto as Exhibit 7. 
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(17)  Zoning District; 
 

 Acknowledged and agreed.  The zoning district of the proposed subject 
property is RA.  Please refer to Page  T1 of the Site Survey and Drawings 
prepared by Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., attached hereto as Exhibit 
6.   

 
(18)  Proposed phasing, if applicable; 
 

 Not applicable. 
 
(19)  This required site plan shall be in sufficient detail to allow the zoning 

administrator to reasonably understand the proposed development.  The scale 
shall be one (1) inch equals one hundred (100) feet or greater for zone lots three 
(3) acres or less in size, or one (1) inch equals two hundred (200) feet for zone 
lots more than three (3) acres in size. 

 
 Acknowledged and agreed.  Please refer to Sheets 1 through 3 of the Site 

Survey and Page C1 of the Site Survey and Drawings prepared by Kimley-
Horn and Associates, Inc., attached hereto as Exhibit 6.   

 
III. Section 21-58 - Review Procedures.  Verizon Wireless fully complies with the 

applicable standards set forth in the Ordinance as follows: 
 

(a) Submission. Applications for conditional use permits shall be submitted to the county 
planning department accompanied by a nonrefundable fee set by the county board of 
commissioners. Once received, the Planning Director shall review the request and, if 
deemed complete, submit a recommendation to the Board of Commissioners to schedule 
a public hearing regarding the request. Incomplete applications will be returned to the 
applicant with the deficiencies noted. 

 
 Acknowledged and agreed.  A check in the amount of $5,000.00 and a check in 

the amount of $200.0 made payable to Rowan County is enclosed with this 
application. 

 
(b) Conditional use review. Planning staff shall prepare and present a report on the 

application to the board(s) reviewing the application. The board shall evaluate the 
application with reference to applicable conditions contained in this section as well as 
general criteria contained in this chapter. When deciding conditional use permits, the 
board of commissioners shall follow quasi-judicial procedures. The board of 
commissioners may impose reasonable and appropriate conditions upon the conditional 
use permit that support the findings found in this article. 

 
 Because these standards refer to the responsibilities of the County, this subsection 

is not applicable. 
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(c) Site plan required. Application for conditional use permit review shall require a site plan 

as provided in section 21-52 of this article. The planning director may also require 
additional information reasonably required to review the development proposal. 

 
 Acknowledged and agreed.  Please refer to the Site Survey and Drawings prepared 

by Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., attached hereto as Exhibit 6.   
 
(d) Oath. All evidence presented at the public hearing with regard to applications for 

conditional use permits shall be under oath. 
 

 Acknowledged and agreed.  
 
(e) Required findings. All decisions regarding a conditional use permit application shall not 

be approved or denied unless each of the following findings has been made: 
 

(1)  The development of the property in accordance with the proposed conditions will 
not materially endanger the public health or safety; 

 
 Acknowledged and agreed.  The proposed tower, if located, developed, 

and operated according to the plans submitted herewith, will not 
materially endanger the public health or safety.  The proposed facility will 
be constructed and operated in accordance with all applicable Federal, 
state, and local laws and ordinances including, but not limited to the 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) rules and guidelines.  The facility will be secured 
by an 8-foot tall locked fence, topped with three strands of barbed wire.  
The tower will have a 50-foot engineered fall zone radius such that in the 
unlikely event of tower failure, the tower will fall within Verizon 
Wireless' lease area.  Please refer to the Site Survey and Drawings 
prepared by Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., attached hereto as Exhibit 6.  
Please also refer to the Airspace Study prepared by Federal Airways & 
Airspace, attached hereto as Exhibit 10.  Please also refer to the NIER 
Statement signed by Ashutosh Pandey, Radio Frequency Engineer for 
Verizon Wireless, attached hereto as Exhibit 12.  Please refer to the NEPA 
Summary prepared by S&ME, attached hereto as Exhibit 16. 

 
(2)  That the development of the property in accordance with the proposed conditions 

will not substantially injure the value of adjoining or abutting property, or that the 
development is a public necessity; and 

 
 Acknowledged and agreed.  The proposed tower will not substantially 

injure the value of adjoining or abutting property.  Michael Berkowitz, 
Certified Real Estate Appraiser, performed a real estate impact study for 
the proposed tower and concluded that, in his expert opinion, the proposed 
tower would not substantially injure the value of adjoining or abutting 
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property.  Please refer to the Real Estate Impact Study prepared by 
Michael Berkowitz, attached hereto as Exhibit 13. 
 
Additionally, the proposed tower is a public necessity.  The proposed 
tower will provide necessary wireless telecommunication capacity and 
coverage in the area.  Improved wireless capacity and coverage will 
promote public welfare as it will aid the citizens of Rowan County in 
contacting 911 from mobile devices in emergencies.  Furthermore, a 
growing number of Americans live in wireless-only households.  
According to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics, 
as of late 2016, the majority of American homes only have wireless 
telephones.1  Additionally, more than 70% of all adults between the ages 
of 25-34 and of adults renting homes live in wireless-only households.2  
Thus, wireless service has become a necessity to the majority of 
Americans in order to communicate in emergencies and on a day-to-day 
basis.  Please refer to the Network Objective Statement signed by 
Ashutosh Pandey, Radio Frequency Engineer for Verizon Wireless, 
attached hereto as Exhibit 4. 

 
(3)  That the location and character of the development in accordance with the proposed 

conditions will be in general harmony with the area in which it is located and in 
general conformity with any adopted county plans. 

 
 Acknowledged and agreed.  The property is zoned RA, as are all adjacent 

properties and the majority of properties in the general vicinity.  
Communication towers are permitted as a conditional use in the RA 
zoning district, which is prima facie evidence that the use will be in 
harmony with the area.  In addition, the proposed tower will be located at 
the rear of an approximately 23.98-acre property that has dense vegetation 
that will remain to the maximum extent possible to screen the facility from 
adjacent properties.  The proposed tower will be setback approximately one 
quarter of a mile from the nearest Rimer Road public right-of-way to the 
south.  The closest existing residences are over 750 feet from the proposed 
tower location.  The existing surrounding land uses are forest, agricultural 
and rural residential in nature such that the proposed facility will be in 
conformity with the character of the area.  The proposed tower will be a 
monopole-type design without lattice or guy wires in order to be the least 
visually and physically intrusive facility.  The tower will not be lighted.  
The tower will be galvanized steel to blend with the changing color of the 
sky.  Other than the visibility of the top of the tower, the facility will have 
a negligible, if any, impact on neighboring properties.  The facility will be 

Stephen J. Blumberg, Ph.D., U.S. Department of Health and Hum. Services, Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention, Nat'l Center for Health Stat., Wireless Substitution: Early Release of Estimates from the National Health 
Interview Survey, July-December 2016 (2017), http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nhis/earlyrelease/wireless201705.pdf.
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an innocuous use that will not produce any vibration, fumes, odors, or 
loud noises.  The facility will be unmanned with only periodic 
maintenance approximately one time per month such that there would be 
no increase in traffic to the area after construction.  The facility will have a 
very small footprint on the overall subject property as the facility will be 
located on a 100' x 100' lease area with a 60' x 60' compound.  Please refer 
to the Site Survey and Drawings prepared by Kimley-Horn and 
Associates, Inc., attached hereto as Exhibit 6.  Please also refer to the Site 
Images, attached hereto as Exhibit 7.  Please also refer to the Balloon Test 
Report and Photo Simulations prepared by Michael Gould, Owner and 
Operator of Gould Digital Imaging, attached hereto as Exhibits 14 and 15, 
respectively. 
 
Additionally, the proposed tower will be in general conformity with the 
Rowan County Land Use Plan: Areas East of I-85.  The subject property is 
within Planning Area Two of this plan, which generally consists of lands 
adjacent to municipalities and areas surrounding High Rock Lake.  This 
area is the most developed of the three identified planning areas and has 
low-density residential uses with pockets of medium density residential 
uses as well as highway corridor commercial and industrial uses with 
some agricultural uses.  The NC 152 commercial/industrial corridor is 
within one mile of the proposed site.  The future land use 
recommendations for the area include a mix of uses and service oriented 
development, which may include commercial components with residential 
development to serve proposed and surrounding neighborhoods.  The plan 
also contemplates medium density residential development and the 
expansion of existing businesses.  The plan recognizes the highway 
businesses along NC 152 east as well as rural businesses along Old 
Concord Road.  The proposed tower will be in general conformity with the 
contemplated developments and future land use recommendations as it 
will provide increased wireless capacity and coverage to serve the 
residences, commercial, and industrial uses in the area.  The facility will 
specifically provide improved service along NC 152 between Old Concord 
Road and Faith Road and along Old Concord Road to support the 
commercial businesses along these roadways.  Wireless service is now a 
highly demanded service for both residents and businesses for day-to-day 
communication and for communication with 911 during emergencies, 
thus, the proposed facility will support the contemplated development in 
Planning Area Two and be in general conformity with the Plan.  

 
IV. Section 21-59 - Evaluation Criteria.  Verizon Wireless fully complies with the 

applicable standards set forth in the Ordinance as follows: 
 
 In addition to meeting special standards for a particular use, the applicant must illustrate 
 that he/she can comply with the following criteria when any conditional use is proposed. 
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(1)  Adequate transportation access to the site exists; 
 

 Acknowledged and agreed.  The proposed facility will have an access road 
and a 30' x 60' parking area and vehicle turnaround area at the entrance to 
the facility.  Access to the site will be from the Rimer Road public right-of-
way via a 12-foot wide road to be installed by Verizon Wireless to the 
entrance of the facility.  Please refer to Pages C1 and C2 of the Site Survey 
and Drawings prepared by Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., attached 
hereto as Exhibit 6. 

 
(2)  The use will not significantly detract from the character of the surrounding area; 
 

 Acknowledged and agreed.  The proposed tower will not significantly 
detract from the character of the surrounding area.  The property is zoned 
RA, as are all adjacent properties and the majority of properties in the 
general vicinity.  Communication towers are permitted as a conditional 
use in the RA zoning district, which is prima facie evidence that the use 
will be in harmony with the area.  In addition, the proposed tower will be 
located at the rear of an approximately 23.98-acre property that has dense 
vegetation to remain to the maximum extent possible to screen the facility 
from adjacent properties.  The proposed tower will be setback 
approximately one quarter of a mile from the nearest Rimer Road public 
right-of-way to the south.  The closest existing residences are over 750 feet 
from the proposed tower location.  The existing surrounding land uses are 
forest, agricultural and rural residential in nature such that the proposed 
facility will be in conformity with the character of the area.  The proposed 
tower will be a monopole-type design without lattice or guy wires in order 
to be the least visually and physically intrusive facility.  The tower will not 
be lighted.  The tower will be galvanized steel to blend with the changing 
color of the sky.  Other than the visibility of the top of the tower, the 
facility will have a negligible, if any, impact on neighboring properties.  
The facility will be an innocuous use that will not produce any vibration, 
fumes, odors, or loud noises.  The facility will be unmanned with only 
periodic maintenance approximately one time per month such that there 
would be no increase in traffic to the area after construction.  The facility 
will have a very small footprint on the overall subject property as the 
facility will be located on a 100' x 100' lease area with a 60' x 60' 
compound.  Please refer to the Site Survey and Drawings prepared by 
Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., attached hereto as Exhibit 6.  Please 
also refer to the Site Images, attached hereto as Exhibit 7.  Please also 
refer to the Balloon Test Report and Photo Simulations prepared by 
Michael Gould, Owner and Operator of Gould Digital Imaging, attached 
hereto as Exhibits 14 and 15, respectively. 

 
 Additionally, Michael Berkowitz, Certified Real Estate Appraiser, 

performed a real estate impact study for the proposed tower and concluded 
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that, in his expert opinion, the proposed tower would not substantially 
injure the value of adjoining or abutting property.  Please refer to the Real 
Estate Impact Study prepared by Michael Berkowitz, attached hereto as 
Exhibit 13. 

 
(3)  Hazardous safety conditions will not result; 
 

 Acknowledged and agreed.  The proposed tower, if located, developed, 
and operated according to the plans submitted herewith, will not 
materially endanger the public health or safety.  The proposed facility will 
be constructed and operated in accordance with all applicable Federal, 
state, and local laws and ordinances including, but not limited to the 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) rules and guidelines.  The facility will be secured 
by an 8-foot tall locked fence, topped with three strands of barbed wire.  
The tower will have a 50-foot engineered fall zone radius such that in the 
unlikely event of tower failure, the tower will fall within Verizon 
Wireless' lease area.  Please refer to the Site Survey and Drawings 
prepared by Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., attached hereto as Exhibit 6 
and Exhibit 17 - Engineering Fall Zone Certification.  Please also refer to 
the Airspace Study prepared by Federal Airways & Airspace, attached 
hereto as Exhibit 10.  Please also refer to the NIER Statement signed by 
Ashutosh Pandey, Radio Frequency Engineer for Verizon Wireless, 
attached hereto as Exhibit 12.  Please refer to the NEPA Summary prepared 
by S&ME, attached hereto as Exhibit 16. 

 
(4)  The use will not generate significant noise, odor, glare, or dust; 
 

 Acknowledged and agreed.  The tower will not be lighted.  The tower will 
be galvanized steel to blend with the changing color of the sky.  The 
facility will be an innocuous use that will not produce any vibration, 
fumes, odors, or loud noises.  Please refer to Page C13 of the Site Survey 
and Drawings prepared by Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., attached 
hereto as Exhibit 6.  Please also refer to the Airspace Study prepared by 
Federal Airways & Airspace, attached hereto as Exhibit 10.    

 
(5)  Excessive traffic or parking problems will not result; and 
 

 Acknowledged and agreed.  The facility will be unmanned with only 
periodic maintenance approximately one time per month such that there 
would be no increase in traffic to the area after construction.  Additionally, 
the facility will have a 30' x 60' parking and turnaround area at the 
entrance to the facility that will provide the necessary parking space for 
periodic maintenance.  Please refer to Page C2 of the Site Survey and 
Drawings prepared by Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., attached hereto 
as Exhibit 6.   
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(6)  Use will not create significant visual impacts for adjoining properties or 

passersby. 
 

 Acknowledged and agreed.  The proposed tower will not create significant 
visual impacts for adjoining properties or passersby and will not 
substantially injure the value of adjoining or abutting property.  The 
proposed tower will be located at the rear of an approximately 23.98-acre 
property that has dense vegetation that is to remain to the maximum extent 
possible to screen the majority of the facility from adjacent properties.  
The proposed tower will be setback approximately one quarter of a mile 
from the nearest Rimer Road public right-of-way to the south.  The closest 
existing residences are over 750 feet from the proposed tower location.  
The proposed tower will be a monopole-type design without lattice or guy 
wires in order to be the least visually and physically intrusive facility.  The 
tower will not be lighted.  The tower will be galvanized steel to blend with 
the changing color of the sky.  Please also refer to the Balloon Test Report 
and Photo Simulations prepared by Michael Gould, Owner and Operator 
of Gould Digital Imaging, attached hereto as Exhibits 14 and 15, 
respectively. 

    
  Respectfully submitted on December 6, 2021. 
 

 
                                                                            
W. Lee Taylor, III, Esq. 
Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC 
1600 West End Avenue, Suite 2000 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 
Phone:  (615) 726-5757 
Email:  ltaylor@bakerdonelson.com   
Attorney for Verizon Wireless 
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November 1, 2017 

 
Rowan County Planning & Development  
ATTN: Ed Muire, Planning & Development Director  
402 N. Main Street 
Salisbury, NC 28144 
 
Re:  Verizon Wireless Network Objective Statement -  MOUNT HOPE 
 
Dear Mr. Muire: 
 
 The purpose of this letter is to address 
(Verizon Wireless) application for a new telecommunication tower at 280 Rimer Road, 
Salisbury, North Carolina 28146.  The anchor tenant on the proposed new 
telecommunication tower will be Verizon Wireless.  Verizon Wireless' objective in 
connection with the proposed site is to improve capacity and coverage to the area 
southwest of Faith, North Carolina, mainly west of Faith Road, north of HWY 152 East, and 
east of Old Concord Road.  The Mount Hope Area is currently served by the existing 
Verizon Wireless Granite site.  However, greater network density - additional network 
capacity - is needed to meet the growing needs of Verizon Wireless customers in the Mount 
Hope Area.   
 
 The proposed Mount Hope new telecommunication tower will provide the needed 
capacity offload solution for a  sector of the existing Verizon Wireless Granite site, 
thereby serving the growing demands of its customers and preventing the negative 
service implications of capacity exhaustion.  
 
 Wireless carriers have had a consistent need since the beginning of Cellular Telephony 
to increase the density of the network as customer demand for wireless services increased, and 
additional network capacity became more of a necessity.  However, since the introduction of 
3G data services, and subsequent evolution to 4G LTE technology, the requirement to rapidly 
advance the process of cell densification has become essential in order to meet the user 
demand for data services and increased mobility. 
 
 In the past, wireless networks primary services were voice and short message service, 
which were handled by circuit-switched channels over the radio frequency spectrum.  In 
order to increase capacity, the carrier could increase the number of channels up to the point 
where the carrier's owned spectrum became exhausted.  In meeting the demand for high speed 
data services over the 4G network, and subsequently voice and SMS services over 4G as well, 
wireless carriers must use all available spectrum from the beginning.  As a result, the size of a 
cell site is no longer defined as coverage, but rather by how many users can be supported and 
what data rates can be sustained. When a cell site reaches its capacity limit it is realized by the 
customer in the form of websites taking too long to load or timing out, and emails that are 
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unable to download or send, as well as issues with voice calls when carried over the 4G 
network.  When the capacity of an existing site is exhausted, a capacity offload solution is 
required in order to provide the same level of service within a given area. 
 
 The proposed Mount Hope new communications tower will provide the needed capacity 
offload solution for the existing Verizon Wireless Granite site, thereby serving the growing 
demands of its customers and preventing the negative service implications of capacity 
exhaustion.  The proposed Mount Hope new communications tower will also provide increased 
coverage to connect with existing nearby Verizon Wireless sites.   
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

__________________________ 
 

Ashutosh Pandey 
 
RF Engineer  Verizon Wireless 
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TOWER NOTE:
165 TOWER IS DESIGNED WITH A 50' RADIUS
ENGINEERED FALL ZONE IN ORDER TO REMAIN
WITHIN THE DESIGNATED LEASE AREA. THE
CRITICAL ZONE OR "BREAK POINT" IS LOCATED
50' FROM THE TOP OF THE TOWER. PLEASE
REFER TO THE FALL ZONE LETTER BY THE
TOWER MANUFACTURER FOR SPECIFICS.











































September 22, 2021 

Shane Stewart, Assistant Planning Director 
Rowan County Planning & Development 
402 N. Main Street, Suite 204 
Salisbury, North Carolina 28144 

Subject:  Mount Hope Inability to Collocate and Facility Siting Certification 

Dear Mr. Stewart, 

Per the Rowan County Zoning Ordinance  
 

a. .  For all new wireless support structures, the 
county encourages the applicant to investigate preferred sites and those 
locations that minimize the impact to the North Carolina Scenic Byway corridor.  
In the event the new wireless support structure cannot be located at a preferred 
site, evidence that the applicant has investigated the possibilities for co-location 
on an existing wireless support structure shall be presented with its application.  
At a minimum the evidence should contain: 

                   
1. Copies and responses of certified letters sent to owners/operators 

of all existing towers and structures with telecommunications 
facilities within the search ring of the proposed site, requesting the 
following information: 
 

i. Height above ground and sea level. 
ii. Existing tenants, including any telecommunication 

service providers and planned tower use. 
iii. Whether the existing site could accommodate the 

addition of their wireless facilities. 
iv. If the addition of their wireless facilities cannot be 

accommodated, an assessment of whether the existing 
site could be upgraded and a general description of the 
means and projected costs of shared use of the tower 

                                   
2. Inventory of all preferred sites, and alternative tower structures 

considered within the search ring, including specific analysis of 
each preferred site and alternative tower structure outlining 
positive and negative aspects for utilizing. 

 
 
 
 



Please let this letter serve as certification that there are no preferred sites, existing 
towers, or alternative buildings or structures upon which to collocate within the search 
area in which Verizon Wireless' proposed equipment must be located in order to meet  
the network objective.  Therefore, collocation is not possible and construction of the new 

.  

Sincerely, 
               

       John Yeagley 
       Site Acquisitions Manager 
       Chase Real Estate Services 





****************************************************
                    *            Federal Airways & Airspace
*
                    *         Summary Report: New Construction
*
                    *                 Antenna Structure
*

****************************************************

                    Airspace User: Your Name

                    File: MOUNTHOPE

                    Location:  Faith, NC

                    Latitude:  35°-33'-55.5"         Longitude: 
80°-29'-05.8"

                    SITE ELEVATION AMSL......877 ft.
                    STRUCTURE HEIGHT.........169 ft.
                    OVERALL HEIGHT AMSL......1046 ft.

     NOTICE CRITERIA
       FAR 77.9(a): NNR (DNE 200 ft AGL)
       FAR 77.9(b): NNR (DNE Notice Slope)
       FAR 77.9(c): NNR (Not a Traverse Way)
       FAR 77.9:    NNR FAR 77.9 IFR Straight-In Notice Criteria 
for RUQ 
       FAR 77.9:    NNR (No Expected TERPS® impact JQF)
       FAR 77.9(d): NNR (Off Airport Construction)

       NR  = Notice Required
       NNR = Notice Not Required
       PNR = Possible Notice Required (depends upon actual IFR 
procedure)
             For new construction review Air Navigation 
Facilities at bottom
             of this report.

       Notice to the FAA is not required at the analyzed location 
and height for
       slope, height or Straight-In procedures. Please review the 
'Air Navigation'
       section for notice requirements for offset IFR procedures 
and EMI.

     OBSTRUCTION STANDARDS
       FAR 77.17(a)(1): DNE 499 ft AGL
       FAR 77.17(a)(2): DNE - Airport Surface



       FAR 77.19(a): DNE - Horizontal Surface
       FAR 77.19(b): DNE - Conical Surface
       FAR 77.19(c): DNE - Primary Surface
       FAR 77.19(d): DNE - Approach Surface
       FAR 77.19(e): DNE - Transitional Surface

     VFR TRAFFIC PATTERN AIRSPACE FOR: RUQ: ROWAN COUNTY
     Type: A   RD: 28931.11   RE: 769.5
       FAR 77.17(a)(1):        DNE
       FAR 77.17(a)(2):        DNE - Height No Greater Than 200 
feet AGL.
       VFR Horizontal Surface: DNE
       VFR Conical Surface:    DNE
       VFR Approach Slope:     DNE
       VFR Transitional Slope: DNE

     VFR TRAFFIC PATTERN AIRSPACE FOR: JQF: CONCORD RGNL
     Type: A   RD: 89950.65   RE: 704.7
       FAR 77.17(a)(1):        DNE
       FAR 77.17(a)(2):        DNE - Greater Than 5.99 NM.
       VFR Horizontal Surface: DNE
       VFR Conical Surface:    DNE
       VFR Approach Slope:     DNE
       VFR Transitional Slope: DNE

     TERPS DEPARTURE PROCEDURE (FAA Order 8260.3, Volume 4)
       FAR 77.17(a)(3) Departure Surface Criteria (40:1)
       DNE Departure Surface

     MINIMUM OBSTACLE CLEARANCE ALTITUDE (MOCA)
       FAR 77.17(a)(4) MOCA Altitude Enroute Criteria
       The Maximum Height Permitted is 1700 ft AMSL

     PRIVATE LANDING FACILITIES
       FACIL                                   BEARING    RANGE
DELTA ARP FAA
       IDENT TYP NAME                          To FACIL   IN NM
ELEVATION IFR
       ----- --- ----------------------------- --------   -----  
--------- ---
       41NC  AIR SLOOP                           214.64    3.19
+252
       Possible Impact to Private Landing Facility
       Exceeds 219 ft VFR Transitional Surface (N/A Private 
Airport).

       6NC2  AIR WILHELM                         227.72    4.84
+296
       No Impact to VFr Transitional Surface.
       Below surface height of 384 ft above ARP.

       02NC  HEL RACE CITY                       255.2     5.71



+237
       No Impact to Private Landing Facility
       Structure is beyond notice limit by  29695 feet.

     AIR NAVIGATION ELECTRONIC FACILITIES
       FAC              ST                DIST  DELTA
GRND  APCH
       IDNT    TYPE     AT  FREQ  VECTOR  (ft)  ELEVA ST LOCATION
ANGLE BEAR
       ---- ----------  -- ------ ------ ------ ----- -- --------
--------- ------- ----
       RUQ  LOCALIZER   I   109.9 336.68  28673  +281 NC RWY 20 
ROWAN COUN     .56  202
       RUQ  LOM         I         358.72  61057  +346 NC RWY 20 
ROWAN COUN     .32
       RU   NDB         I      27 358.7   61067  +347 NC 
ROVDY                 .33
       CLT  RADAR       ON        227.04 188049  +245 NC 
CHARLOTTE/DOUGLAS     .07
       CLT  VOR/DME     I   115.0 225.41 194966  +314 NC 
CHARLOTTE             .09
       QRM  RADAR ARSR  Y  1277.4 274.45 224605   +77 NC 
Maiden                .02

     CFR Title 47, §1.30000-§1.30004
       AM STUDY NOT REQUIRED: Structure is not near a FCC 
licensed AM station.
       Movement Method Proof as specified in §73.151(c) is not 
required.
       Please review 'AM Station Report' for details.

       Nearest AM Station: WRNA @ 9456 meters.

Airspace® Summary Version 17.1.429

AIRSPACE® and TERPS® are registered ® trademarks of Federal 
Airways & Airspace®
Copyright © 1989 - 2017

02-23-2017
15:12:15



FCC MARKET NAME FCC Radio Service Code FCC Market Number FCC Channel Block
Charlotte-Gastonia-Rock Hill, NC-SC AW BEA023 B
Southeast AW REA002 F
North Carolina 15 - Cabarrus CL CMA579 B
North Carolina 15 - Cabarrus CL CMA579 B
North Carolina 15 - Cabarrus CL CMA579 A
Charlotte-Gastonia, NC CW BTA074 C
Charlotte-Gastonia, NC CW BTA074 C
Salisbury, NC PM PEA208 A1
Salisbury, NC PM PEA208 A2
Salisbury, NC PM PEA208 A3
Salisbury, NC PM PEA208 A4
Salisbury, NC PM PEA208 A5
Salisbury, NC PM PEA208 B1
Salisbury, NC PM PEA208 B2
Salisbury, NC PM PEA208 B3
Salisbury, NC PM PEA208 B4
Salisbury, NC PM PEA208 B5
Charlotte-Gastonia, NC UU BTA074 L1
Charlotte-Gastonia, NC UU BTA074 L2
Salisbury, NC UU PEA208 M1
Salisbury, NC UU PEA208 M10
Salisbury, NC UU PEA208 M2
Salisbury, NC UU PEA208 M3
Salisbury, NC UU PEA208 M4
Salisbury, NC UU PEA208 M5
Salisbury, NC UU PEA208 M6
Salisbury, NC UU PEA208 M7
Salisbury, NC UU PEA208 M8
Salisbury, NC UU PEA208 M9
Southeast WU REA002 C



FCC Call Sign Licensee Name FRN Expired Date State of Market County State
WQGA918 Cellco Partnership 0003290673 Nov 29, 2021 NC NC
WQGA716 Cellco Partnership 0003290673 Nov 29, 2021 NC
KNKN868 Alltel Corporation 0002942159 Oct 1, 2030 NC NC
KNKN952 Alltel Corporation 0002942159 Oct 1, 2030 NC NC
KNKQ443 Cellco Partnership 0003290673 Nov 6, 2027 NC NC
WQEM932 Cellco Partnership 0003290673 Mar 8, 2026 NC NC
WQCS421 Cellco Partnership 0003290673 May 13, 2025 NC NC
WRNG698 Cellco Partnership 0003290673 Jul 23, 2036 NC NC
WRNG699 Cellco Partnership 0003290673 Jul 23, 2036 NC NC
WRNG700 Cellco Partnership 0003290673 Jul 23, 2036 NC NC
WRNG701 Cellco Partnership 0003290673 Jul 23, 2036 NC NC
WRNG702 Cellco Partnership 0003290673 Jul 23, 2036 NC NC
WRNG703 Cellco Partnership 0003290673 Jul 23, 2036 NC NC
WRNG704 Cellco Partnership 0003290673 Jul 23, 2036 NC NC
WRNG705 Cellco Partnership 0003290673 Jul 23, 2036 NC NC
WRNG706 Cellco Partnership 0003290673 Jul 23, 2036 NC NC
WRNG707 Cellco Partnership 0003290673 Jul 23, 2036 NC NC
WRBA824 Cellco Partnership 0003290673 Oct 6, 2028 NC NC
WRBA825 Cellco Partnership 0003290673 Oct 6, 2028 NC NC
WRHG555 Straight Path Spectrum, LLC 0012576435 Jun 4, 2030 NC NC
WRHG556 Straight Path Spectrum, LLC 0012576435 Jun 4, 2030 NC NC
WRHG557 Straight Path Spectrum, LLC 0012576435 Jun 4, 2030 NC NC
WRHG558 Straight Path Spectrum, LLC 0012576435 Jun 4, 2030 NC NC
WRHG559 Straight Path Spectrum, LLC 0012576435 Jun 4, 2030 NC NC
WRHG560 Straight Path Spectrum, LLC 0012576435 Jun 4, 2030 NC NC
WRHG561 Straight Path Spectrum, LLC 0012576435 Jun 4, 2030 NC NC
WRHG562 Straight Path Spectrum, LLC 0012576435 Jun 4, 2030 NC NC
WRHG563 Straight Path Spectrum, LLC 0012576435 Jun 4, 2030 NC NC
WRHG564 Straight Path Spectrum, LLC 0012576435 Jun 4, 2030 NC NC
WQJQ690 Cellco Partnership 0003290673 Jun 13, 2029 NC



County Name Frequencies(1) Frequencies(2) Frequencies(3) Frequencies(4)
Rowan 1720-1730 / 2120-2130 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0
Rowan 1745-1755 / 2145-2155 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0
Rowan 835-845 / 880-890 846.5-849 / 891.5-894 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0
Rowan 835-845 / 880-890 846.5-849 / 891.5-894 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0
Rowan 824-835 / 869-880 845-846.5 / 890-891.5 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0
Rowan 1900-1905 / 1980-1985 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0
Rowan 1905-1910 / 1985-1990 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0
Rowan 3700-3720 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0
Rowan 3720-3740 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0
Rowan 3740-3760 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0
Rowan 3760-3780 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0
Rowan 3780-3800 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0
Rowan 3800-3820 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0
Rowan 3820-3840 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0
Rowan 3840-3860 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0
Rowan 3860-3880 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0
Rowan 3880-3900 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0
Rowan 27500-27925 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0
Rowan 27925-28350 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0
Rowan 37600-37700 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0
Rowan 38500-38600 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0
Rowan 37700-37800 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0
Rowan 37800-37900 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0
Rowan 37900-38000 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0
Rowan 38000-38100 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0
Rowan 38100-38200 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0
Rowan 38200-38300 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0
Rowan 38300-38400 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0
Rowan 38400-38500 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0
Rowan 746-757 / 776-787 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0 0-0 / 0-0



 
November 1, 2017 

Rowan County Planning & Development  
ATTN: Ed Muire, Planning & Development Director  
402 N. Main Street 
Salisbury, NC 28144 
 
RE: Verizon Wireless Non-Interference Statement for Mount Hope 

 
Dear Mr. Muire: 
 

Verizon Wireless operates a Wireless Network authorized by the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) to provide wireless communication throughout the 
nation, including Rowan County, North 
network are licensed and regulated by the FCC. The FCC rules governing the operation 
of wireless telecommunications facilities are designed to protect co-channel and 
adjacent licenses against harmful interference. The FCC has exclusive jurisdiction over 
these requirements.  

The p Mount Hope  Verizon Wireless facility is in compliance with all 

pertinent to complying with FCC requirements: 

1. Verizon Wireless locates its transmitting antenna(s) in order to maximize vertical 

potential;  
2. All operating hardware at the site is type-accepted by the FCC as far as emission 

l  licensed frequency band in addition to spurious 
emissions outside of Verizon Wireless frequency band;  

3. The power levels generated by the base station hardware and corresponding 
effective radiated power (ERP) from the transmit antenna(s) are within the 
limitations specified by s Rules; and 

4. Intermodulation studies are prepared an analyzed considering all carriers on the 
tower to ensure no mixing of frequencies will create harmful interference to/from 

 wireless system.  
 

Verizon Wireless is committed to providing state of the art wireless services that 
benefits your community. If you have any questions please feel free to contact me.  



 

Sincerely,  

 

 

________________________________ 

Ashutosh Pandey 

RF Engineer  Verizon Wireless 
 











































































































Cellco Partnership and its controlled affiliates doing business as Verizon Wireless
Federal Communications Commission 

NEPA Review
May 18, 2017 

S&ME, Inc. (S&ME) 

Site Name: Mount Hope (Site 3417357) 

Site Type: 
Raw Land-New Build, 169-foot Monopole 
Communications Tower Site 

Site Address: 
280 Rimer Road, Salisbury, Rowan County, NC 
28146 

Latitude / Longitude (NAD83):  

TCNS Number: 153551 

E106 Filing Number: 0007706473 

FCC Topics Findings 

Will the facility be located in an officially 
designated wilderness area? 

No 
 

Will the facility be located in an officially 
designated wildlife preserve? 

No 

Will the facility affect listed or proposed 
threatened or endangered species or 
designated critical habitats? 

No 

Will the facility affect districts, sites, buildings, 
structures or objects significant in American 
history, architecture, archeology, engineering 
or culture, that are listed, or eligible for listing, 
in the National Register of Historic Places? 

No 
 

Will the facility affect an Indian religious site? No 

Will the facility be located in a 100-year 
floodplain? 

No 

Will construction of the facility involve 
significant change in surface features (e.g. 
wetland fill, water diversion or deforestation)? 

No 

Will the preparation and filing of an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) be required? No 
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1.0 NEPA SCOPE SERVICES 

1.1 INTRODUCTION 
 
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 established provisions to 
ensure that all federal agencies evaluate the potential impacts to the environment of 
projects under their jurisdiction.  The Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) 
oversees the implementation of NEPA through the authorities of Title 40 CFR, Parts 
1500-1508 which requires all federal agencies to develop rules for implementing NEPA 

 federal actions are defined in Title 40 CFR, 
Part 1508.18 as actions that include new or continuing activities, including projects and 
programs entirely or partly financed, assisted, conducted, regulated, or approved by 
federal agencies.   
 
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) rules for implementing NEPA are 
found in Title 47 CFR, Part 1, Subpart I, rule sections 1.1301 to 1.1319.  In addition, 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, 36 CFR Part 800, regulates 
assessment of cultural resources for all federal undertakings.  The Nationwide 
Programmatic Agreement for the Collocation of Wireless Antennas (47 CFR Part 1, 
Appendix B) and the Nationwide Programmatic Agreement Regarding the Section 106 
National Historic Preservation Act Review Process (47 CFR Part 1, Appendix C) further 
stipulate the review process for cultural resources and amend 47 CFR, Part 1, Subpart I, 
rule section 1.1307(a)(4) for projects under FCC jurisdiction. 

1.2 BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE 
 
This NEPA Review was conducted pursuant to 47 CFR 1.1301-1.1319, as amended.  The 
report includes the evaluation of project impacts to prehistoric and historic resources 
(archaeological sites, historic structures, and Indian religious sites), threatened or 
endangered species (protected listed, candidate, and critical habitat), migratory birds, 
wilderness areas, wildlife preserves, floodplains, and surface features (wetlands, water 
bodies and forested land). 
 
The FCC rules and regulations also address project impacts to humans from tower 
lighting and radiofrequency radiation which are evaluated by Verizon Wireless, the 
FCC applicant, and are not part of this scope of work.   

1.3 SCOPE OF WORK 
 
This NEPA Review has been completed based upon Verizon Wireless-provided site 
information, the review of readily available information obtained from commercial 
services, government agencies, and/or other sources as described herein.  Throughout 

S site location and 
associated facilities, access, and easements.   
 
This NEPA Review identifies whether a proposed project will require the preparation 
and filing of an Environmental Assessment (EA) in accordance with FCC rules and 
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regulations. If any of the questions in Section 2.0 of this Review are found to be in the 
affirmative, an EA must be filed with the FCC to further evaluate the identified 
potential environmental impacts.  In the event that this Review results in the 
preparation and filing of an EA, the FCC must issue a finding of no significant impact 
(FONSI) prior to proceeding with the proposed project. 

1.4 LIMITATIONS 
 
1.4.1 Scope of Activity 

This NEPA Review is based upon the application of scientific principles and 
professional judgment to certain facts with resultant subjective interpretations.  
Professional judgments expressed herein are based on the facts currently available 
within the limits of the existing data, scope of work, budget and schedule.  To the extent 
that more definitive conclusions are desired by Verizon Wireless than are warranted by 
the currently available facts, it is specifically S&ME (further referenced in this report as 
the Consultant ) intent that the conclusions and recommendations stated herein will 

be intended as guidance and not necessarily a firm course of action except where 
explicitly stated as such.  The Consultant makes no warranties, expressed or implied, 
including, without limitation, warranties as to merchantability or fitness for a particular 
purpose.  In addition, the information provided to Verizon Wireless in this report is not 
to be construed as legal advice. 
 
1.4.2 Use of This Report 

The Consultant is not engaged in environmental assessing and reporting for the 
purpose of advertising, sales promotion, or endorsement of any Verizon Wireless 
interests, including raising investment capital, recommending investment decisions, or 
other publicity purposes.  Verizon Wireless acknowledges this report has been prepared 
for the exclusive use of Verizon Wireless and agrees that reports or 
correspondence will not be used or reproduced in full or in part for such purposes, and 
may not be used or relied upon in any prospectus or offering circular.  Verizon Wireless 
also agrees that none of its advertising, sales promotion, or other publicity matter 
containing information obtained from this report will mention or imply the name of the 
Consultant.  

Nothing contained in this report shall be construed as a warranty or affirmation by the 
Consultant that the Site and property described in the report are suitable collateral for 
any loan or that acquisition of such property by any lender through foreclosure 
proceedings or otherwise will not expose the lender to potential environmental liability. 
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2.0 NEPA REVIEW 

2.1 SITE LOCATION AND PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
The specific Site location information and project description are provided within the 
report cover page and in the Executive Summary. The Site is currently undeveloped 
land comprised of woodlands and surrounding residential properties.  The areas 
surrounding the Site are currently residential and undeveloped land comprised of 
woodlands and agricultural lands.  A Site Topographic Map and Site Plans are 
presented in Appendix A.  The Consultant conducted a Site visit, and Site photographs 
are provided in Appendix B.  

2.2 NEPA TOPICS 
 
2.2.1 Wilderness Areas 
 
Will the facility be located in an officially designated wilderness area? 
 
No 
 
Source:  Site observations, U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-Minute Series Topographic 
Quadrangle, review of U.S. Department of Interior (DOI) National Map 
(www.nationalmap.gov) and www.wilderness.net (results of National Atlas Map and 
wilderness lands website reviews included in Appendix C). 
 
Finding(s): The proposed Site is not located in an officially designated wilderness area. 
 
2.2.2 Wildlife Preserves 
 
Will the facility be located in an officially designated wildlife preserve? 
 
No 
 
Source:  Site observations, USGS 7.5-Minute Series Topographic Quadrangle, review of 
U.S. DOI National Map (www.nationalmap.gov) and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) (results of National Atlas map review and USFWS correspondence included 
in Appendix C). 
 
Finding(s): The proposed Site is not located in an officially designated wildlife preserve. 
 
2.2.3 Protected Species 
 
Will the facility affect listed or proposed threatened or endangered species or 
designated critical habitats? 
 
No 
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Source: Site observations and consultation with or project clearance from the USFWS
and applicable state agency(s) (Appendix C).

Source:  Site observations and consultation with or project clearance from the USFWS 
and applicable state agency(s) (Appendix C). 
 
Finding(s): There are no federal or state listed threatened or endangered species or 
critical habitat present at the Site that would be adversely affected by the proposed 
project.  See agency consultation or clearance documentation for additional details.  
 
Verizon Wireless has included all feasible mitigating factors recommended by the 
USFWS in the Revised Guidelines for Communication Tower Design, Siting, 
Construction, Operation, Retrofitting, and Decommissioning (2013). Additionally, 
Verizon Wireless adheres to all current regulations regarding tower lighting as required 
by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). 
 
2.2.4 Archaeological and Historical Resources  
 
Will the facility affect districts, sites, buildings, structures or objects significant in 
American history, architecture, archaeology, engineering or culture that are listed, or 
are eligible for listing, in the National Register of Historic Places?  
 
No 
 
Source:  Review of State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) files, archaeological testing, 
public involvement, and Local Government and SHPO consultation (Appendix C). 
 
Finding(s): Based on the information provided, there are no sites, structures or objects 
listed on, or determined eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places 
that will be adversely affected. See SHPO documentation for additional details.   
 
In the event that archaeological materials are encountered prior to or during 
construction of the facilities, SHPO, tribes and other consulting parties must be 
contacted.  Archaeological materials consist of any items, fifty years or older, which 
were made or used by man.  These items include stone projectile points (arrowheads), 
ceramic sherds, bricks, worked wood, bone and stone, metal and glass objects, and 
human skeletal remains.  These materials may be present on the ground surface and/or 
under the ground. 
 
2.2.5 Indian Religious Sites 
 
Will the facility affect Indian religious sites?  
 
No 
 
Source:  Map location review, Indian Reservations in the Continental United States, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs Map, and consultation with federally recognized tribes 
(Appendix C). 
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Finding(s): Due to the nature of this undertaking little potential exists for effects to 
Indian Religious sites.  Current land use in the surrounding area was considered.  It was 
determined through this review and tribal consultation, as outlined in the NPA, that the 
above referenced project is unlikely to affect Indian religious sites.   
 
In the event that archaeological materials are encountered prior to or during 
construction of the facilities, SHPO, tribes and other consulting parties must be 
contacted.  Archaeological materials consist of any items, fifty years or older, which 
were made or used by man.  These items include stone projectile points (arrowheads), 
ceramic sherds, bricks, worked wood, bone and stone, metal and glass objects, and 
human skeletal remains.  These materials may be present on the ground surface and/or 
under the ground. 
 
2.2.6 Floodplains 
 
Will the facility be located in a 100-year floodplain?  
 
No 
 
Source:  Site observations and Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood 
Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), Panel 3710565600J, June 16, 2009 (Appendix C). 
 
Finding(s):  No 100-year flood hazards are identified on the FIRM map for the proposed 
Site. 
 
2.2.7 Surface Features 
 
Will construction of the facility involve a significant change in surface features (e.g. 
wetland fill, water diversion, or deforestation)? 
 
No 
 
Source:  Site observations, USGS 7.5-Minute Series Topographic Quadrangle, and 
USFWS National Wetland Inventory (NWI) map (Appendix C). 
 
Finding(s): Due to the scope of the proposed project activities, the current Site conditions 
and review of applicable source data, significant changes in surface features such as 
wetland fill, water diversion or deforestation will not be required at the Site. 
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3.0 CONCLUSIONS 

A NEPA Review of the proposed Mount Hope communications tower was performed 
by S&ME in conformance with the FCC rules and regulations for implementing NEPA; 
47 CFR 1.1301-1.1319. 
 
Based on the data obtained during the Site visit, the review of readily available 
information from commercial services, government agencies and/or other sources, the 
preparation and filing of an EA will not be required.  
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4.0 QUALIFICATIONS OF PERSONNEL 

The professional qualifications of S&ME personnel listed below are presented in 
Appendix D.  
 

Name Discipline 

Joseph Deangelis Site Assessor  

Darrin Peine Natural Resources Specialist 

Kimberly Nagle  Principal Investigator 

Joseph Deangelis  Field Director 

Cultural Resources Specialist 

Kimberly Nagle 

Kristy Smedley 

Quality Assurance 




